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THE MISLEADING EEG SOON AFTER SEIZURE
"If you admit a child in febrile convulsions, status epilepticus, or prolonged focal
fit, . . . your natural inclination is to order an EEG on him. But in a high per-
centage of cases, this will provide misleading information. The EEG records are
often very slow, in a diffuse or focal way. Frequently you find misleading slow
activity whereas if you wait a week-I'd say a week to ten days at least-you find
a more representative kind of record. In other words, the first abnormality is
simply a reflection of the insult to the brain of whatever happens during a severe
seizure-whether it's anoxia, cerebral shock, or whatever you want to call it. The
information is misleading. A week later you might find a petit mal kind of dis-
charge or a focal kind of abnormality that's more important to you. If you don't
vait, you wind up with EEG findings that look very bizarre.... Bearing this in
mind will save you a lot of time and money."

-PATRICK F. BRAY, M.D., Salt Lake City
Extracted from Audio-Digest Pediatrics, Vol. 15, No. 18, in the
Audio-Digest Foundation's subscription series of tape-recorded pro-
grams. For subscription information: 619 S. Westlake Ave., Los
Angeles, Ca. 90057.
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